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Q‘\O}ElizabEthtown Gas coveanr |

A SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONAL UTILITIES & INDUSTRIES

ONE ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA e ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07207 e (201) 289-5000

September 19, 1983 "

Hon. William D. Ruckleshaus
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, SW

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Mr. Ruckleshaus:

Pursuant to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation and Liability Act, notice is hereby given of the
potential existence of substances that may be "hazardous",
within the definition reflected in 40 C.F.R. §300.6, on land
owned now or in the past by the Elizabethtown Gas Company
("Elizabethtown") . o ‘

Elizabethtown has become aware that facilities formerly used
for the manufacture of low-Btu "town gas" from coal by the

gas industry may, as a class, present hazardous waste questions.
On August 22, 1983, Elizabethtown received from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection ("NJDEP") a request for
information on eight properties, which are assumed to be former
gas manufacturing facilities, including a designation of the
operations thereon and the waste disposal methods utilized at
the plants. We understand that NJDEP sent letters requesting
information on other similar sites to other New Jersey gas
utilities.

Our information at tiis point is very incomplete and we are
gathering more, in cooperation with NJDEP. Activity at some
of the sites stopped over 80 years ago and some data may be
unavailable. 1In some cases we do not even know whether coal
gasification processes were ever carried on at the site. 1In
several cases, previous owners conducted anyactivities that
may have occurred. In at least four cases Elizabethtown
purchased the natural gas properties, directly or indirectly
from Jersey Central Power & Light Company ("JCPL").
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The sites, together with brief descriptions of coal gasification
and related activity, if any, and ownership status, are as
follows:

A. Gasification Facilities Formerly Operated and Property Now
Owned by Elizabethtown: -

MdaroI211 57 2P codE 07 Qg
l. Erie Street, between Third Avenue and Florida Street,
Elizabeth, NJ - Prior to 1911 coal gas was manufactured here
by Elizabethtown or a predecessor. After 1911, gas was manu-
factured from oil ("water gas"). The plant.was used regularly
until mid-1950, at which time its use was limited to inter-
mediate winter peak shaving purposes. Such use continued
through the winter of 1970-71, and the plant was subsequently
dismantled. Approximately half of the original site has been
sold; Elizabethtown retains the other half, operating facilities
that include a system dispatch center and winter peaking
supplies (LNG and propane).

: A JeR 127 332 Z /P codbe 07203
2. 406_South Street, Elizabeth, NJ - Not operated since
approximately 1901. Prior to that time, there was a coal
gasification facility operated by Elizabeth. One half still
owned by Elizabethtown; one half condemned and taken for flood
control projegt in 1974.

WD IR LT 34 g 2/p cops OFELR
3. East Main Street.,.Elemington, NJ - Was operated as a coal
gasification plant by Jersey Central Power and Light ("JCPL"),
until 1947, at which time it was acquired by a predecessor of
Elizabethtown. The plant was abandoned in 1951 with the advent
of natural gas.

B. Gasification Facilities Never Operated by Elizabethtown But
Property Now Owned by Elizabethtown:

4. Diller Avenue, Newton, NJ - Was operated by JCPL as a coal
gasification plant, we believe. A subsequent owner, which

was merged into Elizabethtown, operated an oil gasification
facility. 'One half of site now owned by Elizabethtown; JCPL
retains the remainder for an electric substation.

C. Gasification Facilities Formerly Operated by Elizabethtown
But Property No Longer Owned by Elizabethtown:

DGe2I 87 367 2)7 cODE 0@ € )
5. Linden, Sadowski, Wisteria Streets, Perth Amboy, NJ - Was
operateéd by Elizabethtown as coal 'gasification plant prior to
1923; no longer owned. A storage holder was removed and
property sold to St. Demetrius Greek Orthodox Church in 1964.

.
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6. Intersection Central, Hamilton and Irving Streets, Rahway,
NJ - May have been operated as coal gasification plant prior
to~1911 by Elizabethtown or a Predecessor. No longer owned
by Elizabethtown. The land was sold to the City of Rahway in
1972, '

D. Uncertain Whether Gasification Facilities Operated Or By
Whom; Property No Longer Owned by Elizabethtown:

D G221 L7387 2/P coebsE PS5 B0
7. S. Main reet matwEe : ambertvidle, NJ - No
longer owned by Elizabethtown. Former site of gas storage
facilities. Elizabethtown is currently not sure whether gasi-
fication activities ever occurred at this site. It is believed
there were no gasification activities after 1912. The storage
holder was removed and property sold to Econotech Development
Corporation of Bridge and Union Streets, Lambertville, in 1978.

Ny G218 7395 2P CodE 0PPGs
8. Heckmgn_ig;;ggg¢_2h@&44@sbuﬁgm_mga;.Owned by Elizabethtown
until 1972, formerly owned by JCPL; Elizabethtown does not
believe the site ever was the scene of coal gasification pro-
cesses though it was a storage area. Was sold in 1972 to Mc
Ginley Mills Inc.

N\AQL Gasification Facilities Never Operated by Elizabethtown;
JProperty Never Owned by Elizabethtown:

9. S. Lincoln Street, Washington, DC - May have been a coal
gasification site for JCPL or a predecessor around 1870; Eliza-
bethtown and its predecessors never owned this site but a report
was made to New Jersey's Board of Public Utilities because the
property is within our francise area.

With the exception of number 8, the NJDEP letter referenced all
of the sites listed in A through'E. .

At this point, we have no information concerning the quantity

of wastes, if any, that were deposited on these sites. Addi-
tionally, we still lack chemical information as to what parti-
cular substances may remain at each site. Generically, coal
tars were a by-product of coal gas production and purification
operations. We do have records of sales of these coal tars to .
other companies, including Public Service Electric & Gas Company
over many years. We assume, thoug@ﬁ, that some coal tars have
been deposited on some of the sites listed, either by Elizabeth-
town (or its predecessors) or by Jersey Central Power & Light
(or its predecessors) and that some coal tar constituents persist
on at least some sites.
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Very truly Yours,
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RFJr:B C Rdgggfgogleming, Jr.

Executive Vice Presi ent
and Genera] Counse}

CC: Hon, Robert E. Hugheyﬂ Commissioner
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Jacqueline E. Schafer
dministrator, U.S. Epa Region 17 .
26 Federa] Plaza “

Room 999

New York, Ny 10278

Robert Brokaw, Esq. ;
Jersey Centra} Power g Light co.



